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Levelling Up and Hull

My long-running campaign for better rail and other transport services in
Hull and the Humber continues. In the past month, I drafted a letter from
Hull’s three MPs setting out seven tests for what genuine levelling up
would look like for the Hull and Humber sub-region. This letter can be
seen here. I presented a petition for Hull rail electri�cation in the
Commons - watch here. After the Chancellor delivered his Budget, I
responded on the day of debate devoted to ‘Levelling Up’ pointing out
that the Budget did not take the opportunity to help the most left behind
communities in Hull; and still left us waiting for the Integrated Rail Plan to
see whether Hull will �nally see rail electri�cation within the next 20 years.
My speech can be seen here.  

Government blocks Fire and

Rehire reform

With many other Labour MPs, I was
at the Commons on Friday 22
October to support the Private
Member’s Bill from Labour’s Barry
Gardiner MP to restrict the use of
Fire and Rehire by the worst
employers. Sadly, the Tories used
their 80-seat majority to block this
attempt to reform the law. The
campaign with Labour and union
colleagues for a fair deal for workers
will continue and I will support it all
the way.
 

Democracy must prevail

Five years after Labour MP Jo Cox
was murdered, it was shocking to
learn of the killing of Southend West
Conservative MP David Amess at his
constituency advice surgery. For all
our political di�erences, David
Amess was always courteous and
kind. He often asked me about how
things were in Hull, especially
around the City of Culture, as he had
tried to get the title for his own
constituency of Southend when Hull
was named as the winner. He was a
well-respected Parliamentary
campaigner on many issues,
including animal welfare and
endometriosis. Parliament is again
reviewing security arrangements,
but we clearly need to look closely at
the security of all those elected to
public o�ce, including councillors.
Democracy must prevail over
terrorism.
 

 

Ongoing campaigns…

Two issues that I have been pursuing in Parliament are the need for an NHS
and Social Care Covenant, to protect workers who have been on the
frontline during the continuing COVID crisis, and on safeguarding funding for
BTEC courses. If there can be a Covenant for the Armed Forces and Police,
there is no reason why our NHS workforce should not get the same care and
attention. In a recent Commons exchange with a Health Minister, I raised this
issue again – see here. In light of the Minister’s response, I hope to meet him
soon. I am also part of the campaign to maintain funding for BTEC courses
and was a member of a delegation from the All-Party Parliamentary Group
on Sixth Form Education to meet the Education Secretary Nadim Zahawi to
discuss the issue. Although the Government are introducing T-Levels, in my
view we should not lose the choice of courses for young people in cities such
as Hull.
 

Free Nazanin

I was honoured to again meet
Richard Ratcli�e who, as I write, is
outside the Foreign O�ce on hunger
strike in pursuit of his brave
campaign to secure the release of
his wife Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcli�e
from prison in Iran. In a debate
secured by Richard’s MP, Tulip
Siddiq, I added my voice in support
of the campaign to free Nazanin –
see here.
 

Small Business Saturday 2021

My annual Small Business Saturday
awards are taking place again this
year and nominations have been
coming in at quite a rate. Join me in
celebrating the Hull North small
businesses that go the extra mile to
serve the local community - more
important than ever in nearly two
years of COVID. These small
independent businesses are a key
part of our community. You can vote
for your favourite small business
here.
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