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Light at the end of the Tunnel 

Thanks to the great work of our NHS sta� and volunteers, the proportion
of people having had at least their �rst COVID vaccination has risen
steadily and we have also now seen the infection rate in Hull fall to
around the national average. My visit to the National COVID Memorial
Wall brought home the sheer scale of what has been the largest public
health disaster in more than a century, with over 127,000 UK deaths -
three million globally. Events in places like Brazil and India remind us that
COVID will not be �nally defeated until infection rates have been driven
down and vaccines rolled out in every country. I am calling on the
Government to now hold a full independent Public Inquiry into every
aspect of the COVID pandemic in the UK. The challenge now is to reopen
the rest of the economy safely, protect jobs as furloughing ends, support
students to catch up on the months of lost education and reduce the
long waiting lists for NHS operations.

End the Post O�ce

Cover-up

I have joined calls for a full
independent statutory Public Inquiry
on the Post O�ce Horizon scandal.
My Hull North constituent Janet
Skinner and many other sub-
postmasters were wrongly
prosecuted when a new computer
system was introduced and
appeared to show money was
missing.  Just like previous scandals,
such as Hillsborough or Infected
Blood in the NHS, e�orts over many
years to cover up what happened
are now a major part of the scandal.
My comments in the Commons on
27 April can be seen here.

Remember Them All

Since joining the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission (CWGC) it
has come to light that there has
been a failure to properly
commemorate some of those
Commonwealth armed forces who
died serving the UK in the First
World War in the same way as the
British servicemen and women with
whom they served and died. The
report produced by the CWGC’s
Special Committee can be read
here and my Commons contribution
can be seen here. 

Hull Needs Regeneration, Not Gerrymandering

Seven years into the ‘Northern Powerhouse’, there is still no local input
into ‘devolution’ plans for Hull and the East Riding. Further talks between
local authority leaders and Ministers are planned after the local elections,
but there is still no sign that local people will be given any say in shaping
plans.  We have only been presented with a take it or leave it option of
the ‘one size �ts all’ mayoral model in return for some devolved powers
and the vague and unspeci�ed promise of extra regeneration funding. It
seems clear that the scale of ‘levelling up’ investment is not going to be
transformational, when compared what has gone into parts of London
and the South East in recent decades.  I recently raised the issue again in
the Commons - see here. Hull MPs also met with Hull’s Council Leader to
discuss our concerns. Now changes to the East Riding Tory leadership
also puts these plans into doubt.

Community Connect in Orchard Park and Bransholme

If you live in the Orchard Park or Bransholme parts of Hull North and need
help to complete online forms or with worries over housing, employment,
family Issues or money issues, Hull Citizen’s Advice Bureau (CAB) have
Community Connect advisers available who can deliver free, impartial and
con�dential advice. To speak to an adviser and arrange an appointment,
please call 01482 224511 or e-mail Community.Connect@hull-
eastridingcab.org.uk.

Hull's Flooding Risk

Ever since the devastating surface
water �oods in Hull in 2007, I have
campaigned for a�ordable house
insurance for areas like Hull. The
Government introduced Flood Re
which is a scheme to ensure that all
areas can access insurance. I have
helped local residents with this issue
for some years and I met with Flood
Re this month to discuss the on -
going need for cover for areas like
Hull, most of which is below sea level
and is likely to �ood again in the
future.

A Zoom around the World

Our latest Zoom meeting with Hull
North CLP members and Shadow
Cabinet Ministers took place on 21
April 2021 with Labour’s Shadow
Foreign Secretary, Lisa Nandy, as
guest speaker. It was the best-
attended so far of all the recent
Zoom calls and there was a wide-
ranging discussion about Britain’s
place in the World. We debated
Labour’s approach on human rights,
global poverty, the climate crisis and
much else. Further Zoom meetings
are in the process of being arranged.
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